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Spring Storms Means Time for Coloradans to Check on  
Insurance Protection Against Water Damage 

Denver – The first heavy rain and hail in April serves as a reminder to consumers that hail season 
has now begun, and that late spring and summer storms can cause localized street and stream 
flooding.  

However, for consumers who don’t live in flood-prone areas, water damage can happen at any 
time. Jim Riesberg, Colorado Commissioner of Insurance, reminds Coloradans that “an overflowing 
sink or tub, or water backing up due to clogged water or sewer lines, can cause thousands of 
dollars in damage. Now is the time to make sure that homeowner and auto insurance is up-to-date 
to cover repairs from either a damaging hail storm or damage due to water line issues.” It is 
important for consumers to talk to their insurance agents, brokers or companies to ensure 
adequate coverage for potential problems. 

Colorado is “Hail Alley,” and Coloradans can expect at least three to four catastrophic hailstorms 
(defined as at least $25 million in insured damage) each year. Last year, one July hailstorm caused 
more than $160 million in damage. 

While liability auto insurance is mandatory in Colorado, comprehensive coverage, which covers 
body damage, may be optional except in the case of a car loan. If you live in an area that is prone 
to hail storms, such as in northeastern Colorado, comprehensive coverage usually covers damage 
from hail, subject to your deductible. 

Homeowners’ insurance does not cover damage from floods. 

Floods in Colorado can be caused by rain from a general storm system; rain from a localized 
intense thunderstorm, resulting in a “flash flood”; melting snow, ice jams, or the failure of a dam 
or levee. Homeowners’ insurance does not cover flood damage; only flood insurance can do that. 

The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is the source for flood insurance. There is a 30-day 
waiting period from date of purchase to when the policy goes into effect, so the time to check into 
those policies is well before flood damage occurs. To find out if you live in a flood-prone area, and 
to look into flood insurance, go to www.floodsmart.gov. 

Homeowners’ insurance rarely covers damage from backed-up sewers or water lines. 

Most standard homeowner policies do not cover damage from a backed-up sewer or water line. 
Most likely you would need to purchase a separate endorsement to cover this type of loss. If you 
live in a low-lying area that includes the junction of water or sewer lines, you may want to consider 
purchasing this coverage, if available. It could save you thousands of dollars in damages and 
untold aggravation. 

### 

The Colorado Division of Insurance regulates the insurance industry  
and assists consumers and other stakeholders with insurance issues. 

 

DORA is dedicated to preserving the integrity of the marketplace and is committed to promoting a 
fair and competitive business environment in Colorado. Consumer protection is our mission. 
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